Mississippi State University

Scholars Junction
Bulletins

Mississippi Agricultural and Forestry
Experiment Station (MAFES)

3-1-1952

Housing of farm-owner-operator families in the Mississippi lower
coastal area
Dorothy Dickins

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarsjunction.msstate.edu/mafes-bulletins

Recommended Citation
Dickins, Dorothy, "Housing of farm-owner-operator families in the Mississippi lower coastal area" (1952).
Bulletins. 487.
https://scholarsjunction.msstate.edu/mafes-bulletins/487

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Mississippi Agricultural and Forestry Experiment
Station (MAFES) at Scholars Junction. It has been accepted for inclusion in Bulletins by an authorized
administrator of Scholars Junction. For more information, please contact scholcomm@msstate.libanswers.com.

BULLETIN

MARCH,

490

1952

HOUSING OF

FARH-OWNER-OPERATOR FAMILIES
IH

MISSISSIPPI

THE

LOWER COASTAL AREA

MISSISSIPPI STATE

COLLEGE

AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION
CLAY LYLE,

STATE COLLEGE

Direclor

MISSISSIPPI

TABLE OF CONTENTS
Page

DESIGNING FAMILY DWELLINGS FOR THE MISSISSIPPI

LOWER COASTAL AREA
SCOPE AND METHODS OF THE STUDY
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE FAMILIES
SOURCE OF FAMILY INCOME
THE FARM HOUSES
A

3
5

5
7

7

Description

7

Kinds of rooms
Porches
Storage

8
9
9

facilities

Housing Preferences and Opinions
Outside area,

10

Windows
Rooms

10
10
10

Porches
Storage

11
11

style, stories

facilities

HOUSING FACILITIES, FURNITURE, AND EQUIPMENT
RELATING TO DESIGN
Electricity,

Water and Telephone

12

Heating
Furniture

13
13
14

Equipment
Refrigerators and home freezers
Ranges
Laundry equipment
Sewing machine
ACTIVITIES IN THE HOME
Family and Company Sleeping

14
15
15
16
16

16

Desires of homemakers regarding space for
sleeping and resting

Washing Up and Baths
Family and Company Sitting and Other Leisure
Meetings and get-togethers in the home

12

17

17

Activities

Hobbies
Serving Family and Company Meals and Refreshments
Locations of dining areas
Meal Preparation

Baking
Buttermaking
Place for food preparation
Meatcutting and Lardmaking
Places for meatcutting
Food Preservation
Place for food preservation activities

Laundering
Areas for laundering activities
Sewing
Location of sewing area
Business Activities

SUMMARY
Description of Houses
Characteristics and Features That These Farm Families
Would Like If They Were Building a New House
Selected Activities That Are Related To Housing Needs
of Farm Families

17

19
19

20
20
22
22
23
23
23
23
23
24
24
25
26
26
26
27
27
27

28

DESIGNING FAMILY DWELLINGS FOR THE MISSISSIPPI

LOWER COASTAL AREA
or living areas of the house. Having a bathroom makes for efficient
placing of equipment for the activity, for privacy, and as a stimulus to plan for getting water

From the study of housing facilities,
preferences, and of activities that go
on in houses of farm-owner-operator
families in the Mississippi Lower Coastal Area, there seem to be three problems for special concern to the designer of farm dwellings. The first two relate particularly to new houses and
the third to improvements of old
houses. These problems are: (1) Kinds
and type of room combinations (2)

Space requirements (3) Improvements
that can be made in design on farm

we now

dwellings

piped in and modern
(d)

(e)

have.

facilities.

Closets in every room. It is important that there be closets even
though funds are not sufficient to
purchase doors to these closets.

A dining area in the kitchen and
an area for dining on the back
porch.

housing

Since

needs

families
change and different families use the
same house, flexibility should be the
keynote of house design. This study
shows that an adequate house plan
would include (a) a living room (b) a
dining room (c) a dining area in the
kitchen (d) a bathroom (e) bedrooms including a guest room (f) closets in every room and a pantry in the kitchen
(g) front and back porches (h) utility
of

room.

At a minimum

level of planning the

following kinds and types of
binations seem important:
(a)

A

living

cilities

room com-

room with sleeping

for

fa-

guests and/or family

members.
(b)

more rooms
would be important to have one
room that can be used either as
a bedroom or as a dining room.

In houses of five or
it

(This does not

mean

that a par-

ticular family would use the same
room for both purposes at a given

time, but for these two purposes
at different times as the family

changes.

room
ilies
(c)

A

The

bedroom-dining

not a combination famin this area make).
is

bathroom without water piped

or the conventional fixtures,
located so men can "wash up"
without going through the kitchen
in

(f)

A

back screened porch so con-

structed

that

it

is

suitable

the

year around to use as a utility
room. (Most families in the area
do not want glassed-in or enclosed
porches.)
(g)

A

front porch, open.

It is important that this house be
planned so that it can be easily added
to as the family changes or different

families

move

in.

Data on kind and number of possessions to be stored in the house (such
as bedding and household textiles,
dishes and glassware, silver and table
appliances, kitchen utensils and equipment, canned foods and empty jars,
other foods of all kinds, and clothing)
were obtained and for purposes of analysis were summarized at two different planning levels; the minimum, a
space to accommodate 50 per cent of
the families and the adequate, a level
to accommodate 75 per cent of them.
These data have been mimeographed
and may be obtained from the Home
Economics Department of the Mississippi Agricultural Experiment Station.

Space requirements for some of the
larger household equipment and"Turniture at the two levels of planning included:

Accommo- Accommodate

Refrigerator (Size)

50' r

date

;

of the

families

families

6 cu. ft.
(No.)
0
(No.) - 1

7 cu. ft.

Washing machine
Sew ing machine
Rocking and or arm
chairs

75'

of the

1

Accommo- Accommo75^'r

of the
families

of the
families

8

8

1

2

at

2

3

get-togethers

0

14

one tirrfe
No. persons at club
meetings or other

Work

loads such as amount of fruits
and vegetables generally canned in one
day during past year; usual number of
garments of specified kinds to launder
in summer and in winter, are types of
information helpful in estimating space
for such activities. Space needed to accommodate work loads of 50
per cent and of 75 per cent of the fam-

needed

50'

date

75'

14

of

No. persons for whom
seating space desired
in dining room
No. persons who work
in kitchen at one
time
No. overnight guests

date

14

2

date

Accommo- Accommoof the
families

1

50^'r

levels

for example:

families

1

date

was

of the

people for which space
must be provided for specified activities carried on in the family dwelling
Among
were likewise determined.
these were:

Number

minimum and adequate

1

Combinations of large
furniture (davenports,
pianos, desks, buffets)
No. pieces
Radios (No.)

(at

1

4

3

(No.)

ilies

of planning)

Work Loads

al

one Time

Vegetables and fruits

canned (No. qts.)
Sheets and tablecloths
washed, summer (No.)
Towels, washed,

summer

(No.)

6

10

Garments washed,

summer

(No.)

21

From this study it would seem that
there might be four emphases in plans
for remodeling.
These are: (a) inexpensive and practical methods of adding closets to each room. It is imposhave an efficient and attractive
house without good storage. The addition of closets often involves the probsible to

of space.
One method of conserving space is by the addition of sliding
doors rather than doors that open out
in the room,
(b) Good suggestions for
adding a bathroom in houses built
w^ithout such a room.
What are the
plans of those families who seem to
have worked out a successful solution
Two such plans
to this big problem?
are shown.
(See figure 3.)
(c) Remodeling the back porch so that it will
be suitable for a family work center,
(d) Planning a family recreational center either on the back porch or in some
There are a
other area at the back.
growing number of families interested
in such a facility.

lem

Housing

of

Farm-Owner-Operator Families In The

Mississippi

Lower

Coastal

Area

By DOROTHY DICKINS
This bulletin reports the results of a
survey made in the Mississippi Lower
Coastal Area of farm-owner-operator
families' preferences, possessions and
activities as they relate to housing
The survey is part of a coneeds.

operative regional project by the AgriExperiment Stations in seven
Southern states and the Bureau of Human Nutrition and Home Economics of
the United States Department of Agricultural

culture.

This particular report includes the
90 families in the regional sample and
an additional 71. These 161 farm fam-

were drawn to represent owneroperator families in the Lower Coastal
Area of the State (see figure 1.)
The objectives of the study were twofold:
(1) to learn the characteristics
of farm dwellings in the Lower Coastal
Area of the State and (2) to find out
the activities and attitudes affecting
housing requirements.
Such a study, it was thought, would
contribute not only to improvement of
designs for new homes, but to the
solution of problems incident to remodeling, to the installation of new
ilies

facilities

and equipment, and to better
which present farm

use of facilities
dwellings offer.

These farm families need advice and
the people from whom they will get
it
architects, engineers, builders, contractors, lumber dealers and educators

—
— need

to

know more than has been

known about

the kind of houses such

farm families need and want.

SCOPE AND METHODS OF
THE STUDY
Jones, Pearl River and Simpson
Counties were selected for the study

by the

Institute of Statistics of

North

Carolina State College to represent the
Mississippi Lower Coastal Area. A total
of 29 master sample areas in these
three counties was drawn.
The 337
families residing in the areas were vis-

ited during May and June, 1948, by
trained interviewers to determine eligibility for study.
To be eligible for the
study the family must have owned all
or part of its farm and operated the
farm; and the household had to con-

of

two or more members, one

of
a homemaker at least 16
years of age related to the operator or
herself the operator.
Homemakers in families found to be
eligible were interviewed with the use
of the family schedule.
There were
163 eligible families and schedules were
completed for 161. The schedule used
sist

whom was

contained

questions

about the

char-

acteristics of the family, of the dwelling unit it occupied, and of the farm
as well as about household activities
and preferences for specified characteristics in a new farm house.

In addition to the family schedule,
there was a brief schedule (the community schedule) for recording information about local factors affecting design and construction of farm houses.
One of these was filled out for each
of the three counties. The information
was obtained from interviews with
agricultural and home extension agents,
health officials, weather station officials
and others familiar with the area.

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE
FAMILIES
This study was limited to owner operator families since owners are directly
concerned with the problem of building
and remodeling their family dwellings.
Then, too, the majority of farm operators in the Lower Coastal Area of the
State are owner families, usually white
owner families. In the sample of 161
families there were only 10 Negro families.

One hundred and

fifty

of

the

161

were normal families; that is,
had both husband and wife. Fifty-two
per cent of the families had two, three,
or four members, the remainder had

families

Mississippi Agricultural
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Jasper

Stone.

Survey Counties

FIGURE

1.

Map showing

counlies in Ihe Mississippi

cluded in the survey.

Lower Coastal Area and counties

in-

five or more members.
Fifty-five per
cent of the families had one or more

These adult families were mainly old-

children under 12 years of age; seventy-one per cent had one or more 18
years and under. Only 29 per cent of
the families had adult members only.

Socioeconomic ratings (or scores obtained by the use of the Short Form
of Sewell's Farm Family Socioeconomic
Status Scale which bases scores on

er families.

Housing of Farm-Owner-Operator Families In The Miss. Lower Coastal Area

ownership of certain material possessions, and on social participation of
family head and his wife) were used
for classifying families. It was thought
that such a rating would be more appropriate for classification of families
in a study of housing than would current net income.
The 161 families in this study fell
into about the same socioeconomic rating patterns as did the 1507 families
included in the Southern regional study.
Fifty-five per cent of the group had
scores of 39-69 and 45 per cent had
scores of 70-91. Socioeconomic ratings
of these 161 owner-operator families
were somewhat higher than ratings by
the same scale of owner-operator families included in the Mississippi Delta
Cotton sample of the Southern Family
Food Consumption project, a study
made about the same time as the
Sixty-eight
Southern housing study.
per cent of the Delta Cotton owneroperator families had scores of less
than 70. Since socioeconomic ratings
of all farm families in the State are
being raised, housing data from a group
families with somewhat higher
of
socioeconomic rating should be especially useful as a basis for development of functional farm house plans.

SOURCE OF FAMILY INCOME
In the area selected for study, farming was by and large a mode of living
rather than the method of getting a
living.
Eighty-two per cent of the
164 families ineligible for the study
were ineligible because they did not
live on a farm.^
Of those who were
included in the study, that is, lived
on a farm, only 17 per cent said they
did not have any income besides that
from selling farm products.

7

benefits, money from married children
living away from home, public assist-

ance

pensions,

handicrafts,

boarders

and roomers, insurance and annuities.
The off-farm work which members
in these families had varied between
counties as well as between families.
In Jones County off-farm work was
more often work in town since Laurel,
the county seat, is a highly industrialized city and provides much work to
rural residents. In Pearl River County,
the most important off-farm work reported was in connection with the tung
orchards.
In Simpson County sawmilling, stump digging, and trucking
drew upon the farming population.
Preferences, possessions, and activities as they relate to housing needs
would, of course, depend in part on
whether the homemaker worked off
the farm. In this study relatively few
Persons in the 161
(7 per cent) did.
families working off the farm were as
follows:

Head only
None
One other member
One other member and head

Homemaker

only
All other confbinations

46%
29%

9%
6%
4%
6%

Almost two-thirds (59 per cent) of
the farms operated by families in the
study group were family living farms.
By family living farms is meant that
the farm products produced for home
use were worth more than those produced for sale. More cotton farms than
any other type were found among
units producing primarily for sale.

THE FARM HOUSES
A Description

There was only one important source
income reported. This
source was from work off the farm.
Seventy-one per cent of the 161 families
reported income from off-farm
work. Other sources mentioned in
order of importance were veteran's

A brief description of the houses occupied by the 161 families in the study
is given (1) to provide a basis for analyzing the opinions and preferences
expressed by homemakers (2) to give
the reader a general picture of farm
houses in the area of the study (3)
to provide information that may prove
helpful in house remodeling programs.
Two-thirds of the family dwellings

1 A farm was defined as a tract of land on
which some agricultural activities were carried on, and which consisted of three acres
or more of land, or produced during the preceding year products valued at $450 or more.

had been built by the occupants. "Built
by" means the occupants had had the
house built, or had assisted or built it.
Homemakers were not questioned con-

for this other

Mississippi Agricultural
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cerning work done by family members
but from the "'community schedule"
previously referred to, it was learned
that rough carpentry work in connection with home building is ordinarily
done by family members. Finished
carpentry, cabinet building and chim-

ney building, it was reported, is done
by some farm families. Two-thirds of
the houses had been built since World

War

I.

Most of the houses were of frame
construction as shown by the following summary:
47%
Painted frame
39%
Unpainted frame
-

Composition or asbestos siding
Asbestos-cement siding, brick
and other

7%
7%

study, houses in which the
In
paint was checked or indistinct were
classified as unpainted. The large prothis

portion of unpainted frame houses is
in part due to high upkeep cost of a
painted house in the Lower Coastal
Area where there is rainfall about 100
days during the year and where average maximum temperature in the sumis around 90° and average
temperature in winter
months about 40°.

mer months

minimum

One hundred and
161 houses

fifty-seven of the

had only one

story.

Two

of

the 161 houses had a basement or cellIn the Lower
ar and three an attic.
Coastal Area ground water and soil
conditions are unfavorable to basement
For a great part of the
construction.
year attics are too hot for family living
activities unless ventilated or air coolThese processes are costly.
ed.
families had 5-room houses
Median size of
than any other size.
the house (the size that marks the dividing line between the upper and lower halves of the distribution of houses
by size) was also 5 rooms. Six-room
units were only slightly less numerous
than five-room ones. These two sizes
made up 65 per cent of the total. Number of rooms lived in corresponded very
closely with number of rooms in the
house.

More

A

recognized problem in housing

is

that of designing houses that will meet
the needs of the family in each of its
various stages. The need for space is

usually greatest at the period when
there are teen-age children, for then
the number of members is likely to
be largest and the activities most
varied.
In this study 41 per cent of
the families with children in the teens

had houses with less than one room
per person. Only two per cent of the
adult families were as crowded. The
standard for crowding frequently used
is less space than one room per person.
Kinds of rooms. Homemakers were
asked to name the rooms in their
houses. Rooms were listed as they reported them.
For instance, if the

homemaker

called a room a "bedroom"
which the interviewer regarded as a
living room, she was instructed to record the room as a bedroom. Only
rooms partitioned off from floor to
ceiling were counted.
Thus, a dinette
separated from the kitchen by a cabinet
or a partition that did not reach the
ceiling was not listed as a separate

room.
Information about the kinds of rooms
in the houses by family size is given
in table 1.
As will be noted, the main
difference in kinds of rooms in houses
of smaller and larger families was that
larger families had more rooms which
they reported as bedrooms, fewer as
living and dining rooms, than did smaller families. Breakfast rooms were reported only by families also reporting

dining rooms.
Table

1.

Percenlage of families having sperooms classified by family

cified kinds of
size.

Family
2

Kitchen
Living roorrf
Dining room
Breakfast room

4

-

5

mem-

Kinds of Rooms

size

mem-

bers
All
bers
& over families
Per cent Per cent Per cent
100
66
75

100
62
71

4

100
58
69
3

1

4

4

4

2
3
4

46
42

24

1

35
47
14
9
3

78

161

^

.

4

Bedrooms:
..

and over

Other rooms*

8
10
4

Number

83

Halls

,

families
Median socioeconomic score
of families
Average size of
house (No. rooms)

51
21
8

68

67

68

5,2

5.4

5.3

*Two dens and two

utility

rooms.
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A big hall through the center of the
house serving as a family summer sitting room is a traditional style of many
In
of the older homes of the State.
this study such a room was relatively

unimportant.
In the study concerned with house
design, the proportion of families having various kinds of rooms is important,
but even more important is the comof rooms families actually
made. Shown below are the most common combinations of rooms for houses

bination

of specified size:

Percentage
of families

having
4- room

house
bedrooms, kitchen
2 bedrooms, living room, kitchen
2 bedrooms, dining room, kitchen
5- room house
2 bedrooms, living room,
dining room, kitchen
3 bedrooms, dining room, kitchen
3 bedrooms, living roonnf, kitchen
5-room house
3 bedrooms, living room,
dining room, kitchen
4 bedrooms, dining room, kitchen
7-room house
4 bedrooms, living room,
dining room, kitchen
.3

.

.

.

.

38
31

28

54
31
12

77
19

90

Questions concerning whether the
porch was screened or open were not
included in the schedule of this study.
But the majority of the interviewers
wrote in this information on the scheFrom these, it
dules they filled out.
would seem that most of the porches

were open,

especially front porches.
the back porches, however,
were reported as screened.
The front porch was by and large
the most important type of porch.
Eighty-nine per cent of the family
dwellings had front porches, 55 per cent
back porches and 4 per cent side
porches.
Two-porch houses (usually
front and back porch) were most common. Fifty-five per cent of the families had two-porch houses, 36 per cent
one-porch houses, and one per cent
three-porch houses.

Many

of

Storage

As

size of house increased, more famhad both dining and living rooms.

Only one per cent of the families with
4-room houses made the combination of
one bedroom, living room, dining room
and kitchen. But as will be noted, 54
per cent in 5-room houses, 77 per cent
in 6-room houses and 90 per cent in
7-room houses had both living and dining rooms.

Houses of larger families less often
had both a living room and a dining
room. (Fifty-four per cent of the
smaller families and 44 per cent of the
larger families had both).
But when
families in both groups had one of these
rooms, they more frequently had a dining room than a living room.

Porches. Porches were most important in this Lower Coastal Area. Ninety-two per cent of the families had one
or more. Porches were defined as areas
with both a floor and a roof. Stoops
or platforms that served mainly as entrances were not regarded as porches.
Glassed-in porches were regarded as
rooms, not porches.
Porches in this
study were either open or screened.

Thirty

facililies.

per

cent

of the houses of families in this study
had none of the storage facilities listed
below. The percentage of families having these facilities was as follows:
Clothes closets
1

ilies

9

2

closet

or

more

-

closets

Other closets
Store rooms
Pantries
Attics

Basements —

One

.._

57%
26%
31%
10%

8%
2%
1%

29%

clothes closet (called a "locker"

by many families in the area) for each
bedroom is usually considered a min-

imum desirable standard for space for
clothing
storage.
One-fifth
of
the
houses of families in this study met
this standard.
Although it might be
expected that the newer houses would
be better planned with respect to storage than the older, this was not the
case.
The older houses had clothes
closets as frequently as the new ones,
and more of them had "store rooms."
The store room was often a room originally used as a bedroom but not needed for that purpose by the family occupying the house.
Homemakers were asked during
interview

how

the

they used the rooms,
halls, and porches they had.
A list
of possible uses for each of these areas
was attached to the schedules to aid
interviewers in questioning. This list,
except for halls did not specify storage,

Mississippi Agricultural
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but storage was often mentioned when
homemakers were asked about "any
other uses." Most homemakers stated
that they used the back porch to hang
work coats and hats. Many reported
the back porch as a place to store wood.
Storage was rarely mentioned in connection with the front porch.

Housing Preferences and Opinions
Outside

area,

style,

stories.

There

in the schedule related to the outside area. One
concerned the entrance of the house de-

were only

a

few questions

from many
farm homemakers had been heard of
callers entering the house from the
back, and it seemed desirable to get
information on this point.
sired for callers. Complaints

Eighty-six per cent of the 161 homemakers interviewed said they wanted
callers to enter the front

door into a

liv-

room or front hall. Only two
homemakers were satisfied to have
them come in through the back door,
The remaining
through the kitchen.
ing

usually mentioned a side porch leading
The women preinto a living room.
ferred, however, that members of the
family coming from town or church enter the back door, as evidenced by their
reply as to the best place for a closet
to hang coats worn to town or church.

The majority

of

them

replied:

"Near

the back door."

Most homemakers did not think it
essential for the front door to open inThis opinion
a hall or vestibule.
can probably be explained by the mild

to

climate, and the fact that the front entrance would be used mostly for company. Furthermore, and perhaps more
important, houses in the area usually
do not have entrance halls.
When asked about the view desired
from the kitchen window, another question relating to the outside area, the
majority of women mentioned something in connection with the farm such
as

farm buildings, farm road, crops.

may

be that since

many

It

of their hus-

bands had gainful work away from
home that they had more than usual
responsibility in keeping in touch with
the farm activities. On the other hand,
most farmers' wives play an important

part in operation of the farm when
their husbands are engaged full time
in farming.
Two questions were included concerning style of the house:
Is
(1)
there any particular style of architecture that you would choose if you were
building a new house; if so, what? (2)
What do you think of the modern style
of house with flat roof? Only 41 women named or described the style of
architecture
they would choose if
building a new house.
Twenty-nine
of these said bungalow, 6 ranch, 2 Cape
Cod, 2 modern, 1 Spanish, and 1 Colonial.
It seems significant that the style
characterized by a wide veranda should

have been mentioned as often.
When homemakers were asked to express an opinion of a style with a flat
roof, they were much more verbal.
About two-thirds expressed an unfavorable opinion.
Comments made by
the women were often written on the
schedule and included "Too low and
hot," "Much too hot."
The popularity of the one-story house
has already been indicated. Only 4 of
the families had houses of more than
Only 11 (or 7 per cent)
one story.
of the homemakers stated that if they
were building a house and could plan
it as they wanted it that they would
have two-story houses.

Windows. Homemakers were asked
about the desirability of a window over
the kitchen sink and of low windows
in the living room so the children can
look out. All except three women stated they would not build a house without a window over the kitchen sink.
Sixty-one per cent of the women
with one or more children under 9
years of age said they would consider
in the living room a
necessary feature of new houses. Although families of other types were rot
quite so conscious of a need for tnis
feature, 40 per cent of the adult fam-

some low windows

ilies and of families with older children said they would want to include
low windows if they were building.

Low windows make

it

possible for the

young child to look out without climbing up or being lifted.
Rooms. The homemakers were not

Housing of Farm-Owner-Operator Families In The Miss. Lower Coastal Area

asked

how many rooms

they would

It was assumed
in a new house.
that the size of house a family selected
building would be determined
for
largely by the number of people to be

want

the amount the family
could invest in a house.
Facts about the houses occupied by
the 161 families give some indication
of the sizes of houses in which they
were most interested. As previously
stated, two-thirds of the families lived
There was a
in 5 or 6 room houses.
slight trend for houses built before
1940 to be somewhat larger than those
built since 1940. Thirty-three per cent
of those built since 1940 had 6 or more
rooms, while of those built before 1940,
41 per cent had 6 or more rooms. Possibly increasing building costs as well
as decreasing family size are factors in

housed

and

this trend.

_

Since plans for small houses are likely to be in demand, it seemed worthwhile to consider what room combina-

tion

may make

the most satisfactory

Every
arrangements.
homemaker interviewed was asked: If
a family of father, mother, and two
boys and a girl of school age were
planning to build a four-room house,
what rooms do you think would be best
for them?
Two-thirds of the women
replied: "Kitchen and three bedrooms."
small-house

When

Now, if this same family of five were planning a five-room
house, what rooms do you think would
asked:

be best? 70 per cent replied: "Three
bed-rooms kitchen and living room."
It is interesting to note that homemakers did not give the dining room for

imaginary family the importance
seemed to be given in their own
house plans.
this

that

it

As a further indication of the relative value placed upon different rooms
in the small house, each homemaker
living in a house of four rooms or less
was asked what room she would add
first, and what room second, if her
house were to be enlarged. An additional bedroom seemed most important.
Next in importance was a living room.
Porches. The opinions expressed by
the families interviewed show that
porches should continue to be an im-

11

portant feature of farm houses in the
area studied (figure 2).
The climate
of the Lower Coastal Area makes
porches desirable areas for both work

and

recreation.
The temperature is
such that porches may be used most
of the year.
Glassed-in or enclosed
porches are not wanted, except by a
few women in the higher socioeconomic
group who want a glassed-in side porch.

When homemakers were asked to
imagine they were planning to build a
new house and could have it as they
wanted it, practically all said they
would have both back and front porch.
Of those saying they would have a
front porch, 58 per cent said screened;
36 per cent open; and 6 per cent glassed-in or enclosed. Of those saying
they
would have a back porch, 90 per cent
said screened; 5 per cent open
and 5 per

cent glassed-in or enclosed. Of
those
saying they would have a side
porch,
41 per cent said screened; 15 per
cent
open; and 44 per cent glassed-in
or

enclosed.
Family activities that took
place on these porches are to
be discussed in another section of the
report.

Slorage facUilies, Homemakers
in
study were not asked about
the
kind and amount of storage
space dethis

sired since
facilities

amounts

Amounts

it

was assumed that storage

should be based on kinds and
of possessions
to
of possessions which

of this study had to
store
classified at two planning

store
families

have been
and
have been mimeographed.
These may
be obtained from the Home
Economics
Department of the Mississippi Agricultural Experiment Station.
In the General Housing
Preference
levels

Section, as well as in other
sections of
the schedule, there were several
questions that led homemakers
to express
preferences and opinions concerning
storage.
At the end of the General
Housing Preference Section was
one
question that provoked many
comments on storage facilities. It
Now can you think of any other wasfeatures that are so important
to you that
you wouldn't like to build a
house without them? Seventy-one per
cent of the
167 comments pertained to
storage fa-

culties.
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5ide Porch

Back Porch

Percentage of families having and wanting porches of specified kinds.

As has been previously stated only
two of the 161 houses had cellars or

what would you use them for, homemakers mentioned family activities

basements. Yet, one-sixth of the women interviewed stated that they thought
a basement so necessary they wouldn't
want to build without one, and about
this same percentage stated that the

rather than storage.

basement was the best place to store
canned food. No doubt the women were
thinking of some cool place in the house
to store their food.
The most common
place for storing canned food was in an
area not in the house ("smoke house,"
"bank," "crib," "fruit house").' It was
interesting to note, however, that only
about 10 per cent thought this the best
place. Sixty per cent thought a pantry
in the house and 18 per cent a cellar
or basement was the best place to store
such food. No doubt the pantry would
have to be ventilated to meet the satisfaction of the majority.
In the question, would or wouldn't
you want porches on the house and

HOUSING FACILITIES, FURNITURE AND EQUIPMENT
RELATING TO DESIGN
Electricily,

One

Water and Telephones

on the community
was: What changes
affect farm housing needs are

question
schedule asked
that

may

taking place in the community?
In
all three counties availability of electric power was mentioned.
All stated
that electric power lines were rapidly
spreading through the rural areas. Almost three-fourths of the 161 families
had electricity in their houses. Running water in the house, dependent
largely upon electricity, was not owned by nearly as many families. Only
43 per cent had water piped into their
house.

» Smokehouse— a place for curing meats, also used for food storage. Bank— a pit
dug in the
side of a dirt hill for vegetable storage.
Crib— an outbuilding used for storage, generally
feed, but occasionally for foods.
Fruit house— an outbuilding used for food storage, may
store canned or dried foods—usually no meat if designated by this term

Housing

of

Farm-Owner-Operator Families In The Miss. Lower Coastal Area

Still fewer families had what is defined in this study as a complete bathroom; a room with running water and
the three conventional fixtures water
closet, lavatory, and bath tub or showOnly 15 per cent of the families
er.
had one. There were in addition three
per cent more who had a lavatory complete; that is, a lavatory with running

—

water and two conventional fixtures,
water closet, and lavatory.
Only eight per cent of the families
had a telephone. It was after this study
that the President of the United States
signed a bill that made available funds
through the Rural Electric Administration for telephone lines.

Heating
study there were a number
of questions included in the schedule
about heating since it was thought that
places for household activities and in
turn preferences might be based on
practices in respect to heating. For example: one does this activity in the
bedroom because the bedroom is heated
regularly. Homemakers were asked to
name the rooms heated regularly during winter.

The most frequent

to the
regularly in

replies

Rooms heated

winter were:
Per cent
reporting

One bedroom and kitchen
Kitchen and living room
One bedroom and dining room

Two bedrooms and

kitchen

39 (48)
16 (12)
15 (14)
9 (1)

_

Kitchen only
All

rooms

_

4
3

(1)
(6)

To

the right in brackets is shown the
per cent of homemakers naming rooms
of specified kinds they would want to
heat regularly in a new house.
As
will be noted, homemakers seemed on
the whole fairly satisfied with present
practices as to room heating. The ma-

wanted at least one bedroom
heated regularly plus some other room,
usually the kitchen.
In fact, 85 per
cent of the homemakers said they
wanted one bedroom heated regularly,
but only 50 per cent thought that this
room must be the parents' bedroom.
Houses were heated practically altogether with fireplaces, unit heaters
and /or the cook stove. Seventy per
jority

cent of the houses in the sample were

heated in part, at

least,

by

fireplaces.

The mild climate makes

a small amount
of heat sufficient to warm the house
during much of the short cool season.

The most common types

of heating

unit combinations were:

53%
21%

Fireplace and cook stove
Unit heater and cook stove
Unit heater, cook stove

8%
7%
6%
the fam-

and fireplace
Unit heater and fireplace
Unit heater only

More than three-fourths of
used wood wholly or in part for
heating. Gas was of next importance
ilies

(about one-third of the families used
The heating done with wood was
usually by means of fireplaces or the
cook stove while with gas it was usually by means of small unit heaters or
the cook stove. Forty-seven per cent
of the 161 families used wood only, 17
per cent gas only, 17 per cent both
wood and kerosene or oil, and 12 per
cent both wood and gas.
Electricity
it).

In this

question:

13

was

relatively unimportant.

the 161 families reported
heating.

Only
its

5 of

use for

In the Housing Preferences Section

homemakers were asked: What kind
of fuel do you think would be best for
the main heating of new houses in this
community? About 8 out of every 10
women replied: "Gas." About 2 out
every 3 of the women thought the
kind of heating equipment for

of

best
gas

was the small-unit room heater.
The others mentioned circulating heaters and floor furnaces.
Only a few
mentioned floor furnaces. The floor
furnaces heat more efficiently than the
unit heaters, but few women wanted
all

of

their house, or even a large part
heated at one time.

it,

That these Mississippi farm homemakers did not want to give up the
fireplace altogether is evidenced by the
fact that 71 per cent of the women said
they thought a fireplace so important
for a living room that they would not
want to build a house without this feature.

Furniture
Information about patterns of ownership of furniture and equipment was
obtained for use as a guide to planning

Mississippi Agricultural
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It was evident that these patspace.
terns were undergoing changes due to
relatively high incomes of farm families at the time of the survey, and to

rapidly increasing farm electrification.
Therefore, homemakers were questioned about plans for purchase within two
years as well as about present ownership.

For the purpose of analysis, it was
decided that the data might provide a

basis for house planning at two different levels.
Up to 50 per cent of the
families would determine what would
be provided for at the minimum level
of planning; up to 75 per cent would be
provided for at the adequate level. Below is a summary of space needs by
specified items and furniture at these
two levels to accommodate families at
time of interview and after planned

purchases.

To accommodate 50%

To accommodate 75%

of the families

of the families

After

planned
purchases

At time of
interview

At time

of

interview

After
planned
purchases

Combinations of large furniture (davenports,
pianos, desks, buffets)
(No.)

Dining tables
Radios (No.)

--

(No.)

-

-

-

Equipment
and home
Refrigeralors

Homemakers

-

freezers.

Space for a refrigerator would be
needed both at the adequate and min-

imum

levels of planning.

A

1
1
^

little

more

than three-fourths of the families (78
per cent) had a refrigerator. Mechanical refrigerators were owned somewhat more frequently than ice refrigerOf those families with refrigerators.
ators, 51 per cent had electric, 43 per
cent ice, and 6 per cent gas or kerosene.

Space for a six-cubic-foot box would
of the fam-

accommodate 50 per cent

ilies; space for a seven-cubic-foot box
would accommodate 75 per cent of
them. At both levels of planning, however, it would seem that somewhat
more space should be allowed since
there are two kinds of trends that are

likely to result in use of larger refrigerators. The first of these is the trend
from the ice to the mechanical refrigNine per cent of the mechanerator.
ical refrigerators were 5 cubic feet or
less, while 46 per cent of the ice refrigerators were as small. There was evi-

dence from comments made by homemakers written on schedules by interviewers that some of the women regarded their ice refrigerators as a
make-shift to use until a mechanical
one could be afforded.

of this study were not
they were planning to buy a
refrigerator in the next two years. Data
were obtained, however, from 73 of
the homemakers 35 years and over
concerning kind of refrigerator owned
in 1935.
In 1935 only three per cent
of these women reported owning a
mechancial refrigerator while at the
time of the study 52 per cent of these
same women had one. If this trend of
increased ownership of mechanical refrigerators continues in the 13 years
following 1948 as it did in the 13 years
following 1935, by 1961 there will be
few, if any, owner-operator families
without a mechanical refrigerator.
With increased ownership of me-

asked

if

chanical refrigerators homemakers will
doubtless store an increasing amount
of perishable foods in a refrigerated
area.
At the present time much perishable food especially in the winter
months is not kept in a refrigerated
area,

(table 2)

to storage in unrefrigerated areas: (1) not owning a refrigerator (2) owning an ice refriger-

Three factors lead

but purchasing ice during summer
only.
(There are many mild
days throughout the winter; therefore,
perishable foods need to be kept in
a refrigerated area winter as well as
summer.)
(3) the custom of keeping
perishables in other places than a reator,

months

Housing of Farm-Owner-Operator Families In The Miss. Lower Coastal Area
T!able

Places where families keep perishable foods during winter and summer.
Perishable foods:
Meat
Eggs
Butter
Milk
"Left-over food

2.

W

Places where
kept

Refrigerated area
Unrefrigerated area
in kitchen
Unrefrigerated area
in other part
of

home

Dairy or outside house
Other
Do not keep

TOTAL

15

.

.

-

Summer

Win-

ter

Summer

Win-

ter

Summer

Win-

ter

Summer

Win-

ter

ter

Summer

Percent

Percent

Percent

Percent

Percent

Percent

Percent

Percent

Percent

Percent

0

0

2

2

2

1

0

1-

57

76

36

58

38

19

52

28

1

1

10

9

4

4

1

3

8

5

4

4

0

0

1

1

0

0

0

1

0
0

0

0

0

1

12

9

0

0

1

1

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

- 100

frigerated area, a custom passed down
from the period when refrigeration
was not available. Only 10 per cent
of the women having mechanical refrigerators when asked if they thought
their refrigerator large enough replied:
"No." Yet some of the women satisfied with the size of their mechanical
refrigerator stored leftover food in an
unrefrigerated area.
As homemakers
learn more about use of refrigeration,
there will doubtless be a demand for
refrigerators of larger size.

Only three of the 161 homemakers
reported ownership of a home-freezer.
Plans to buy a home-freezer within two
years were reported, however, by 16 of
the women.
If these plans were carried out 12 per cent of the 161 homes
would be equipped with a freezer. This
means that space will not be needed
either at the minimum or the adequate
level of planning for a home-freezer,
at least for some time to come.
Ranges. A range was defined in this
study as a cooking stove with three
or more top burners or a cooking surface and a built-in oven.
All families, except one, had a range as thus
defined.
This family used a small
heater for cooking.

Per cent of

ranges each in about one-fourth the
kitchens.
The following summary of
present and expected ownership shows
a trend toward the gas range.

161 families

owning
At time
Kinds of ranges

After

of

purchase

interview

as planned
29
39

Wood and/or coal
Gas only
Kerosene only
Kerosene and wood
and/or coal

42
27

Electric only
Other combinations
of 2 ranges
No range

_

17

n

9
3

10
7

1
1

3
i

Thirty per cent of the women said
they planned to buy another range
within the next two years. One-sixth
of these expected to buy the same kind
of range they were using.
The remainder planned to choose a range
utilizing

different from that in
The most frequent change
was to replace the wood

fuel

current use.

planned
and /or coal range for a gas one.
It would seem that in house plans
for families in

Coastal
fire

Area,

wood

the Mississippi Lower
that a place to store

will not be

an important con-

sideration.

Laundry equipment. Space for a
mechanical washing machine will be
needed both at the adequate and the
minimum level of planning when intentions to buy in the next two years
are carried out as is shown:
Per cent of

161 families

owning

Wood

or coal ranges were in use in
kitchens of a little more than one-half
the 161 families, and gas and kerosene

0

At time
of
,,,

Washing machine

After
purchase

mterview

as planned

24
2

43
g

70
2

79
9

Electric

non-automatic
Electric automatic
Electric irons
Hand irons

Ironers

.

....
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Space for an ironer will not be necessary at minimum or adequate levels of
At both levels space for
planning.
storing an electric hand iron will meet
the needs of the families.

The

opinions

of

the

homemakers

about built-in (stationary) laundry tubs
and built-in ironing boards was obtainIn general, the women preferred
ed.
both tubs and ironing boards that they

These were the
could move about.
kind with which they were most fam(Only one per cent had stationiliar.
ary tubs; only two per cent built-in
It seems significant,
ironing boards).
however, that even though homemakers
in this study were unfamiliar with
built-in equipment, a little more than
one-third said that they would want
set tubs and a built-in ironing board.

Sewing Machine
At both the adequate and minimum
level of planning there should be space
provided for a sewing machine. (Seventy-six per cent of the 161 families
had sewing machines and 97 per cent
of the
treadle

machines owned were of the
type.)

At

neither

level

of

planning would it be necessary to provide space for an "open" machine, for
homemakers in this study did not
think they sewed sufficiently to want
the machine ready to use at all times.

ACTIVITIES IN THE HOME
Family and Company Sleeping
As the number

bedrooms in the
house increased, these rooms were less

family members were affected by this
doubling up than benefitted by having
guest bedrooms. It was the large family who must double up when there
were guests. The small family much
more often had a guest room. In fact,
a few of them had more than one guest

bedroom.
Families in this study, regardless of
or socioeconomic status had had
some company that stayed overnight
during the year preceding the interview. The report of the homemakers
as to the number of times they had
guests who stayed overnight in the 12month period is summarized below:
size

Number

Per cent

of times guests
stayed overnight

of farrfilies
2
26
10
31
4
27

None
1-4
5-9
10-19
20-29
30 or

Table

3.

._

-

_

-.-

-

more

Percenlage of families with speci-

fied rooms using Ihem as a place for members of family and for guesls lo sleep.

Both
Family

Room

family

members

Bedroom
Bedroom
Bedroom
Bedroom

No. I
No. II
No. Ill
No. IV
and over

Porch

(side

only

Per cent

Per cent

99
70
72

1

30
28

14
57
56

52

48

52

3
14
7

22

& guests

Per cent

and

back)
Hall

Living
Dining

members

Guests
only

room
room

Kitchen

0
0

1

1

1

0
2
0

1

0

1

of

A number

of the families

who had

likely to be used as a place for members of the family to sleep and more
likely to be used for guests only (table
The most common methods of ac3).

overnight guests as frequently as thirty
times a year were those with grown
children living away from home who

commodating overnight guests were:
(1) in a guest room (or rooms), (2)

visit

family

members double

children
move in with parents or parents with
children and give room or rooms to
guests, (3) guests stay in the bedroom
with family members, (4) guests used

day bed

More

in living

up,

room.

families entertained guests in

guest rooms than entertained them in
bedrooms of family members, but more

came

for

weekend

visits.

The longest

any guest had made ranged from

one night in 13 per cent of the 157
homes that had such guests, to more
than two weeks in 18 per cent of them.

The median number

of nights report-

ed as the longest time stayed was four.
Overnight guests came in groups of
two or more much more often than they
came singly. The usual number to stay
at one time as reported by the 157
families who had such guests was:

Housing of Farm-Owner-Operator Families In The Miss. Lower Coastal Area

Percent

Usual nunfber of
overnight guests

One

-

Two
Three
Four or more

-

-

-

-

of families
15
41
-26
18

Desires of homemakers regarding
space for sleeping and resling. If desires
of homemakers are followed, a guest
room would be included at both the
adequate and minimum levels of planning. Half of the 161 homemakers interviewed reported that their overnight
guests slept in a guest room, but 80 per
cent reported that the guest room was
the place they wanted their guests to
sleep.

Too few women mentioned wanting
a place in addition to that provided in
bedrooms or the living room for sleeping or lying down during the day to
warrant provision of space for a bed,

couch, or cot in other areas.

17

rooms would want another place for
the men and boys to "wash up."
"For baths" was not one of the uses
of rooms listed on the schedule.
(Only
15 per cent of the families had running
water with bath tub or shower). So
important was this activity, however,
that
information concerning where
baths were taken was reported and recorded on most of the schedules. Bedrooms (often the parents' bedroom) and
the kitchen were the places most frequently mentioned.
Bedrooms were
mentioned somewhat more often than
the kitchen. Bathing in the kitchen is
no doubt related to the fact that water
to take the bath is often heated on the
kitchen range and taking baths in the
kitchen saves carrying hot water. The
parents' bedroom and the kitchen are
more likely to be heated an important
consideration in winter.
The living

—

room

Washing Up and Baths
The most frequent use made of the
back porch mentioned by homemakers
interviewed was "washing up." Farm
work is dirty work and for this reason there was on many back porches
a table with a bucket full of water, a
dipper and a wash basin, for the men
and boys to wash before coming into
But this practice was not
the house.
followed in every home. In many,
"washing up" was done in the kitchen
Homemakers tolerated but did not approve of "washing up" in the kitchen.
When asked where they would prefer to have the men "wash up" in a
house without a bathroom, 91 per cent
of the women replied, "on the back
porch."
To the question where they
would prefer men "wash up" in a house
with a bathroom, 40 per cent of the
women named the back porch or another place outside the house, but
most of these women were without
bathrooms.
Those with baths almost
invariably said "bathroom" when asked this question. Due to the nature of

Lower Coastal Area,
doing farm work bring
in less dirt than in certain other areas.
It may be that in another area of the

the soil in this

men and boys

State where the soil is of a more clinging type that homemakers with bath-

and dining room were other
rooms mentioned for baths. These
rooms were no doubt selected because
they were heated regularly.

A special room for family baths is
desirable not only for privacy but also
for centering equipment and supplies
needed for the activity and other activities related to health.
The homemakers themselves more than any other persons realize this fact.
For example, when the women were asked to
give the best place to store medical
supplies, three-fourths mentioned the
bathroom.

would seem that all new houses
farm families should include a bathroom even though conventional fixIt

for

tures are not installed at the time of
the building. The room can nevertheless be used for baths.
Then too, having the room will encourage the family to work towards the goal
a complete bathroom.
An important problem for the rural architect is the development of practical suggestions for
owners of homes without bathrooms as
to best building procedures in providing bathrooms.

—

Family and Company Sitting and
Other Leisure Activities
When asked: What rooms does this
house have?, about two-thirds of the
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homemakers

(62 per cent) listed a living room. That this room was in true
sense a living room is indicated by the
fact that it was in 91 per cent of the
families with such a room, the area
which served as the gathering place
In only 9 per
of the family (table 4).
cent of the famlies was the living room
a parlor; that is, a place regarded for
entertaining company only.
The important inside areas for family and company sitting were the living room and the parents' bedroom

is

members

importance.

living room.

Family
sitt ng

I

i

I

room
Bedroom No.
Bedroom No.
Bedroom No.
Dining room
Living

I

Company
sitting

91
41

I
II

100
32
6
3
2
0
21
0
95
17^

7

Ill

1

2
2
86

Kitchen
Hall

|

-

Back porch
Front porch
Side porch

7

99
83

Homemakers were

asked:

Wou

d

children were entertaining
Most women replied, "No."
Those who replied, "Yes," and mentioned another area, usually mentioned a
the

friends.

bedroom.

From use patterns and preferences
expressed by homemakers of this stud>
,

it

would

seem

that

a

living

roon*
stan-

should be included m a minimum
dard for housmg
This living room
might have to serve the dual purpose
of a living room and a family bedroom

few years. For this reason, it
would seem that bedroom No. II rather
than bedroom No. I might be used. It

for a

From table 4 it might seem that these
rural families had been untouched by
the recent trend of moving the social
activities of family living from the front
to the back of the house.
This is not
altogether the case.
Thirty-four per
cent more of the families expressed a
desire for a back porch than had one,
and one ol the uses which they would
make of it was for these social aspects.
Also, more homemakers with houses
having back porches said they wanted
to use the back porch for visiting than
used

you

or wouldn't you want some place besides the living room or porch where
there is space for sitting in the evening? This question was asked since it
was thought that in families with older
children the parents might want some
particular area where they could go

when

One

is important that the living room be
located in an area where the social
aspects will be regarded as of primary

rooms using them as a family and

Rooms

as living rooms.
be that when the

two
were combined they were
usually combined in the parents' bedroom and the social aspects of family
living were given secondary place.
It

Percentage of families with speci-

4.

may

activities

ing room. The front porch was the outside living room of most families during warm weather. The sid-e porch was
an important area for family sitting to
those few families having side porches.

company

slept,

explanation

(bedroom No. 1). Very few houses had
but where there were halls they
were used very often for the family liv-

fied

usually the large family (some of

whose members are teen-age children)
which must combine a family bedroom
and living room. The "front" and/or
choice bedroom in this case might well
be the girls' or the boys' room rather
than the room of the parents. It is interesting to note that homemakers reported a few rooms, in which family

halls,

Table

19

it in this way.
At an adequate
level of planning, space for family and
company visiting would need to be

provided on the back porch or in some
other place at the back of the house.
Meetings and get-logelhers in the
home. Homemakers were asked if the
family had meetings and get-togethers
at home such as club meetings, church
groups, parties, family reunions, teenage sessions. Forty-six per cent of the
women replied, "Yes." The average
number of times families who had such
groups had had them during the past
year was 1.4. The number of people attending these meetings and get-togethers varied widely.
Median attendance
for all meetings was 14 persons.
It
would thus seem that at the adequate
level of planning that there should be
provision of space in the home for

group meetings and get-togethers.
Hobbies
Only 11 per cent of the
.

women

reported that family

members
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had hobbies or collections which would
have to be given consideration in planning a house.

Serving Family and

Company

Meals and Refreshments
The evening meal was most frequentone at which the entire houseAt lunch time it
hold ate together.
was quite usual for part of the family,
ly the

especially in large households, to eat
away from home or for members to
eat at different times.

persons serving meals
regularly and size of family corresponded closely. Few families had other persons or had hired help eating regularly with them. But all except two families reported that they had extra people at family meals. Some of the women offered the information that these
guests were their married children,
Of those
parents, or other relatives.
who had extra people at regular family
meals, nearly two-thirds (60 per cent)
had them once a week or more often.
About one-fifth (21 per cent) had them
once in two weeks and 19 per cent
less frequently than once in two weeks.
One-fourth of the homemakers said
they usually had as many as four extra
people. One-half reported they usually had as many as three extra people.

Number

of

"Company dinners" were

less

impor-

measured by frequency than
the informal and unplanned-for type
tant

as

of entertaining just described.

women

Half the

had company meals
less frequently than once in two weeks.
The usual number of extra persons at
company meals was greater than at
family meals. One-fourth of the homemakers reported they generally had at
said they

many

as six extra people.
One-half
reported they generally had as many
as four.

Locations of dining areas. Shown beof dining areas in the
homes of the 161 families and locations
for dining which these homemakers

Per cent of

Per cent of

families

families
desiring

Locations of
dining areas
Dining room only.
Dining room and
kitchen
Kitchen only
Dining room and
breakfast room s
Dining room,

having

kitchen, porch
Dining room and porch
Other
^

not
to

490

28

12

37
28

45

3

21

2

9

1

7
5

.

1

1

Includes dinettes, breakfast nooks. It is
known exactly what these terms meant
the women who used them.

There were only two per cent of the

homemakers who

did not express a dedining room. In houses of
29 per cent of the families there was
no room reported as a dining room. Of
those families having a dining room all
used it for some or all company meals
and 87 per cent for some or all family
meals.
sire for a

women who expressed a dedining room said they would
usually serve the following meals there
in winter and summer;
The

158

sire for a

Per cent of
Meals would serve

families

dining room
Weekday breakfast
in

in
.

Weekday noon meal
Weekday evening

meal
Sunday breakfast
Sunday noon meal
Sunday evening meal

.

_

_

::ompany meals

In

families
in sumrrfer

20
35

22
29
81
68
99

30
34
87
73
100

planning at the

where

Per cent of

23

18

,

.

winter

minimum

level

not possible to provide for
both living room and dining room, it
would seem that the dining room might
be the room omitted in spite of the expressed overwhelming preference for
one. That omission of a dining room in
low cost houses will meet general acceptance is indicated by the following
facts:
(1) Some (29 per cent) of these
families do not have dining rooms. (2)
When homemakers were asked: If a
family of father, mother, two boys and
a girl of school age were planning to
build a four or five room house, what
rooms do you think would be best for
them?, few mentioned a dining room
it

is

in either case.

(3)

When homemakers

low are locations

were asked how they would use the

would

desired dining room, the majority mentioned Sunday noon, Saturday evening
and company meals only. In other

like in a

new home:

Housing of Farm-Owner-Operator Families In The Miss. Lower Coastal Area

21

words, the dining room would not be

serve refreshments in both winter and

an every-day-use reom.

summer, though

would thus seem that in low cost
houses dining areas might be located
in the kitchen and on the back porch.
Most families want more than one dining area and a number mentioned desiring an area on the back porch.
Only two homemakers mentioned
wanting a dining area in the living
room. Only one woman reported her
family used the living room for serving

the

It

meals.

Families in this

Lower Coastal

Area do not dine and do not want

to

dine in the living room. In fact, the
majority do not want to eat in this
room. When asked: Where would you
want to serve refreshments (a) in winter (b) in summer?, one-third mentioned the living room as a place in winter and a little less than one-fourth in
summer. The dining room was the
place where the majority wanted to

kitchen

in

a

number mentioned

winter,

the

porch in

summer.
As will be noted from figure 4, eight
was the median number which homemakers, in families of two through
seven members, wanted to seat in the
dining room.
Families of these sizes
made up 94 per cent of the total number who wanted dining rooms.
For
families of two and three, space for
eight would be more than adequate to
seat the members of the household and
the number of guests usually served at

company
members

dinners. For families of five
or more, it would be less ad-ethan the need as measured in

quate
way.

this

Sixty-eight per cent of the families
ate some or all meals in the kitchen and
58 per cent (almost as many) expressed
a desire for the same.
More smaller

<
UJ

\-

Z

t
UJ
tQ

D

z

3
FIGURE

4.

room by

Median

4-5

6iZ£ Of Household
number of persons for whom seating

size of household.

space

is

desired in the dining
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than larger families wanted to eat in
Homemakers in families
the kitchen.
of two, three, and four members wanted to seat four persons in the kitchen,
while most of those in families of seven
members or more did not want space
for members to dine in the kitchen.

Meal Preparation
Information on the number
ple who ordinarily work in the

of peo-

kitchen

and on family dietary patterns are important data for developing space requirements for kitchen activities. In
this study the homemakers were asked
how many persons actually worked in
the kitchen when: (1) cooking family
meals (2) washing dishes (3) cooking
parties, work
for more than the family
crews, etc., and (4) canning. In more
than two-thirds of the families, everyday cooking and dish-w^shlng were
But when
one-person jobs (figure r
canning and fixing food lor more than
the family, (activities usually carried

—

.

Cooking

FIGURE

5.

Family

Distribution of families

in various activities.

on by 99 per cent of the families) there
was less often just one worker. Provision of each room for two people to
work together comfortably in the kitchen would meet the needs at an adequate level of planning.
Since food consumption studies had
been made in the State shortly before
the housing survey was conducted, data
about dietary patterns were limited to
baking and buttermaking, two types of
food preparation in which planning
space requirements to meet family
needs is important.
Baking. Two factors enter into space
requirements for baking.
These are
frequency of baking and amount baked
at one time. At both a minimum and
an adequate level of planning, there
should be space sufficient for preparing

two baked

foods.

But

at the ade-

quate level of planning about twice as
much space would be required for mixing and rolling than at the minimum
level since larger batches are made at

CANhlINQ

by number persons working

Cook/ NO For
MoReTwAw Family
in kitchen at

one lime

Housing of Farm-Owner-Operator Fan

one baking. For example, space for
preparation of one dozen biscuits, one

two dozen cookies, and one dozen
cup cakes and muffins would accommodate 50 per cent of the families, but
space for the preparation of two dozen
biscuits, two pies, three dozen cookies
and two dozen cup cakes and muffins
pie,

would accommodate

75 per cent of the

families.

Bultermaking.

Eighty-four per cent

of the homemakers reported the making of butter during the month preced-

More than twoing the interview.
thirds of the homemakers having made
butter during the past month reported
they made it more often than twice a
week. Of those 90 women reporting
butter made more than eight times during the past month, 28 per cent made
it about 12 times, 49 per cent about 15
times (or every other day) and 21 per
cent made it every day. Nearly eight
out of ten women reported that they
had made a pound or less (usually less)
the last time they made butter.
Place for food preparalion. All famof this study had a room they
called the kitchen and homemakers in
every family reported that meals were
prepared in this room. Another place
in which meal preparation took place
(principally preparation of vegetables
for meals) was on the back porch.
About three-fourths of the homemakers
with back porches when asked to list
uses of the back porch mentioned preparation of vegetables "for table and
canning" or "to cook and can." These
two areas, the kitchen and back porch
were about the only areas ever mentioned for food preparation.
When the homemaker was asked: In
a new house would you want porches
and if so, how would you use them?,
155 of the 161 women said they would
ilies

want

a back porch (100 had back
porches on their houses) and about 90
per cent said they would use this porch
to prepare vegetables.
Practice and
desire of these women in regard to use
of the back porch for preparing vegetables was no doubt related to the fact
that most of them had gardens and
consequently would like some place for
removing soil and/or for trimming the

lies

In

The

Miss.

Lower Coastal Area

before

vegetables

bringing

into

23

the

kitchen.

Meat-Cutting and Lardmaking
Ninety-four per cent of the homemakers answered "Yes" to the question:
Do you ever have meat in large pieces
such as quarters, halves, or whole carcasses to cut up? Forty-three per cent
of those replying in the affirmative
answered once a year, 31 per cent twice
a year, and 26 per cent from 3 to 4
times a year to the question about how
often.
One or two was the number of
carcasses handled at one time.
The median number of carcasses cared for at one time was two for families
who cut up meat once or twice a year
and one for those who cut it more freAll except one of the famquently.
ilies who reported cutting up meat reported hogs. Only 16 per cent of those
with meat to cut reported beef and one
per cent lamb.
The majority of families (89 per cent)
made lard. Fifty-seven per cent of the
143 families making lard during the
preceding year had made it once, 28
per cent had made it twice and 15 per
cent more frequently. Median number
pounds of the largest quantity made
About threeat one time was 50.
fourths of the women reported they
stored their lard in metal containers of
25-30 pounds capacity.
Places
for
meat-cutting.
Replies
from homemakers to the question about
a place for cutting meat show that this
is an activity of no particular concern
in rural house design.
Sixty-six per
cent of the women with meat to cut reported that it was done in the yard; 29
per cent reported the activity as being
done in the smokehouse. Fifty-two per
cent of the women preferred having the
activity done in the smokehouse; 15
per cent in the yard.

Food Preservation
The homemakers provided information about:

(1) the total quantities of
vegetables and meats canned,
jellied, pickled during the year preceding the interview, and (2) the number
of quarts or pints of each usually can-

fruits,

ned

in

one day

(or at

one time).

They
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were not asked how many times they
canned, but the relation of (1) and (2)
shown below indicated roughly the frequency of the activity.
Number

of times or

number days

Families

in

which canning
was done

2 to 4

members

5

or nnfore

members

Per cent

Per cent

1

2
15
27

None
under

10 and
11-20

Families

22
34
24

21-30
31-40
41-50
51-60

27
14
9
3
3

13
1

More than

3
2

60

Number of days in which canning
was done shows the importance oi this
activity, and amount canned in any one
day gives a basis for estimating space
requirements for the activity/ The
processing or cooking of the product
was usually done in a pressure cooker
or water bath.
The quantity canned
in one day was frequently a multiple
of seven quarts, the number of jars the

average cooker or water bath canner
will hold.

The space needed
tities

canned

at

in terms of quanone time to accommo-

date 50 per cent and to accommodate
75 per cent of the families was as follows:
Space to

Space to

accommodate 50%

accommodate 75%

of the
families

of the
families

who

who

canned

canned

14
14
5
8
10
21

14
14
8
10
12

28

7

14

Canned product
Vegetables, qts.
Fruits, qts
Jelly, preserves, qts
Pickle, vegetables, qts.
Pickle,

fruit,
qts.
Poultry, qts.

qts

Meat,

.

Number and kind

of jars and pounds
which space must be
allowed is included in mimeographed
material previously mentioned, and is
available on request.
of cured

meat

for

Place for food preservation aclivities.

There was quite a difference in the
proportion of women who used the
kitchen and back porch for preparing
* Data on freezing and drying are
not presented in this report— since few families carried on these preservation activities but are

available

upon request.

—

foods for canning, freezing, etc., and
who said they wanted to use these two
areas for that purpose.
Per cent of

Per cent of

families

using

families
preferring

32
46

8
81

6

2

Place for preparing
food for preservation

Kitchen
Back porch
Kitchen and back
porch

The

group contained
many families without a back porch
and some families with a back porch
dissatisfied

too small or for some other reason not
suited to this activity (three-fourths of
those with back porches used them for
preparing foods for preservation).
It
is interesting to note that preparation
of foods for cooking and canning took
place on mar.y unscreened porches, but
that homemakers when asked what
porches they would want in a new

house and whether they would want
porch open, screened, glassed-in,
almost invariably replied: "A back
screened porch."
(One hundred and
fifty-five of the women stated they
wanted back porches and 90 per cent
this

of these

wanted them screened.)

Eighty-seven per cent of the home-

makers preferred

to process canned
food in the kitchen, 92 per cent used
Places
their kitchen for this purpose.
used and preferred for storing canned
foods have already been discussed in
the section on storage.

Laundering
Replies of the 161 homemakers indicated that laundering was an imporSeventy-nine
tant household activity.
per cent did all their washing at home
and five per cent did most of it. Of
those doing all or most of the washing
at home, only 8 per cent hired someone
to

do

it.

Homemakers were asked to tell the
number of (1) sheets and table

usual

cloths (2) shirts and house dresses (3)
towels (4) children's dresses, suits, overalls (5) work pants, overalls, they had

one time in winter and in
Although the list does not
include all items to be washed it does
make up a large portion of washings
done by the average farm family.
in wash
summer.

at
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Shown below
terms

the space needed in

is

one time

of quantities at

commodate

to ac-

and 75 per cent

50 per cent

of the families:

Space to
Items washed

Space to

accommodate 50%

accommodate 75%

of the
families

of the
families

Number

in winler
Sheets and tablecloths
Shirts and house

dresses

Towels

—

Children's dresses,
suits, overalls
Work pants, and
overalls

Number

in

7

10
9

12
12

6

12

4

6

6

8

summer

Sheets and tablecloths
Shirts and house
dresses

Towels
Children's dresses.
suits, overalls

Work

5

11
10

15
14

.

.

6

14

-

..

4

8

pants and

overalls

Areas for laundering activities. Fiftyseven per cent of the women reported an outside area used for washing in
the summer, 46 per cent in the winter.
Another 10 per cent in both seasons reported either a wash house or wash
shed.'

The

practice of washing out-of-

doors or in a separate building or in a
shed was related to the fact that the
supply of water was there or near. As
has been shown, only 43 per cent of
the families had water piped into the
house.

When these homemakers were asked
the best place to do the washing, the
majority of women answered for both
seasons (1) a wash house or (2) a utilThe women were about
ity room.
equally divided between these two
places, but a few more mentioned the
wash house. Wash houses were more
common in the area than utility rooms.
Only one in ten women thought the
back porch the best place for washing
and only one in 100 women thought the
kitchen the best place.
per cent of the 161
stated they wanted a sheltered place for drying their laundry on
stormy days.
Forty-one per cent of
these chose the back porch, 23 per cent
Eighty-eight

homemakers

the

wash house,

25

19 per cent xne utility

room.
Evidently, few of the present houses
had special provision for hanging laundry to dry on stormy days. About one-

homemakers to the question:
Where do you hang the washing when

fourth the

you

can't hang it out in the yard?, replied they didn't do much of their
washing or they waited for better
weather to wash. Of those naming a
place, 57 per cent named the back
porch and 19 per cent a bedroom. Some
of the women said "all over the house."
Practically every room was mentioned,

but

bedrooms were mentioned most

frequently. Three per cent mentioned
the wash house.

Areas used for ironing by homemakers were about the same for summer as
for winter in spite of the fact that expressions such as "iron where fireplace
is" and "iron where it is warm" were
written in on some of the schedules.

Perhaps the room was heated because
it was the place where activities were
carried on rather than the activities
carried on because the room was heatIn both winter and summer more
ed.
families ironed in a bedroom and the
kitchen than any other area.
These
rooms were the ones usually heated in
winter, but the fact that ironing was

done here also in summer is significant.
Perhaps ironing was done in the bed-

room because the

electricity outlet

was

there or because sadirons were heated
there.
(Thirty per cent of the families
did not own electric irons.)

Even though there was a little difference in place-use-pattern for ironing
in winter and summer, there was a difference in place-preference pattern for
this activity.
Fewer families wanted
to iron in the bedroom and kitchen and
more on the back porch in summer
than in winter.
In winter the main
places preferred for ironing were bedrooms, utility rooms and kitchens. In
summer they were bedrooms, back
porches and utility rooms.

An

adequate standard for laundry
to be a room for such

work would seem

5 A
wash house was defined by the field supervisor, a resident in the area, as an outbuilding used for laundry which rrfay or may not have running water and may be used for
storage also. A wash shed was an open shelter consisting of a roof supported by posts.
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utility room in the main
part of the house, or in a separate
With present high building
building.
costs, such a standard would not be
feasible except for families in the highOne possibiler socioeconomic group.
ity for a thickly settled rural industrial area of small farm owners such
as included in this study is a community laundry center and/or joint ownership of expensive laundry equipment.
This possibility is suggested: (1) by the
fact that most of the families who reported only a little washing done at

work, either a

home took

their laundry to a "washer-

by the

teria" (defined
of this survey

field supervisor

as a commercial selfhelp laundry) (2) a large proportion of

homemakers wanted washing done
away from main living areas of the
wash house, wash shed,
e.,
house,
basement (3) by the fact that one family in the study had their washing machine in a wash shed in the yard and
the

i.

rented it to their neighbors.
This survey did not include an in-

community

services
of particular high cost housing features for
each house.
Such possibilities need
thorough investigation.

vestigation

of

which might be used

in lieu

Sewing
Four out of five of the families interviewed reported that they did home
(Seventy-six per cent owned
The proportion of
families who carried on this activity
increased slightly with family size and
socioeconomic status.
It
is
probable
that most of the families who reported
no home sewing did mending and repairing of garments but did not con-

sewing.
a

sewing machine.)

sider

this

enough

kind

to report.

of

sewing important

Hand mending, such

as darning socks and sewing on buttons,
however, requires little space.
Those homemakers who stated that
sewing was done at home were asked
about number of women's and girl's

dresses,

children's dresses and slips,
night gowns, pajamas, shirts, and children's rompers, play clothes they made
last year for the family and for others
or to sell.
A reply to this question
would, it was thought, give a basis for

deciding whether or not there was
enough sewing to warrant a sewing
Although the list did not incenter.
clude all items made, it does include
a large portion of garments for which
space must be provided for cutting.
Shown below is the space needed in

terms of quantities made during one
year for family members to accommodate 50 per cent and 75 per cent of
the families:
Space to

Number

articles

accommomade date 50%

for family

members

Space

to

accommodate 75%

of the
families

of the
families

6
2

12
6

0

10

0

0

Large garments

Women's
(girls

dresses

over

10

and women)
Nightwear. shirts,
Small garments

etc.

Children's dresses,
slips (children
10

and under)

Children's rompers,
play clothes

Seventy-five per cent of the homemakers reported that they had made
women's dresses, 57 per cent nightwear and shirts, 30 per cent children's
dresses and 25 per cent children's rompers and play suits during the past year.
Only six of the 130 women who said
they sewed at home had not made any
of the garments listed above during
the past year.
The proportion of families in which
garments for gift or sale to persons outside the family were made was negligOnly four per cent of the women
ible.
reported this type of sewing being carried on.

Location of sewing area.
Seventyone per cent of the women who sewed
reported they sewed in a bedroom, and
59 per cent thought this was the best
place to do sewing.
It would seem
that a bedroom might serve as sewing center for most families.
kinds
of
Information about the

equipment and supplies for which storage space would be needed is given
in the mimeographed- material previously referred

to.

Business Activities
Information obtained in this study
indicated that use of the farm house
as a center of business activities was
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of

for homes of famLower Coastal Area of MisThe minor importance of bus-

minor importance
the

ilies in

sissippi.

iness activities

is

undoubtedly related
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to the fact that families included farmed on a small scale. The majority depended on off-farm activities for most

of their livelihood.

SUMMARY
This study concerns information on
housing facilities, preferences, and activities
of 161 owner-operator farm
families in the Lower Coastal Area of
Schedules and methods
Mississippi.

Southern Housing Study were
used in this study. Data from 90 of the
161 families were also used in the
Southern Study. Information on housof the

ing facilities, preferences, and activities
are of value for designing farm houses
that better meet the needs of families
in this and similar areas of the State.
Since Mississippi is just now launching an intensive program of industrialization and since about three-fourths of
the 161 farm owner-operator families
had off-farm work, data from these
families should serve as an especially
good basis for design of farm dwellings.

Description of Houses
Two-thirds of the houses of the 161
families had been built since World
War L The majority were frame buildings of 5 or 6 rooms; 98 per cent were
one story. Sixty-two per cent of these
houses had a living room, 71 per cent
a dining room, 89 per cent a front porch,
55 per cent a back porch and 4 per cent
a side porch. Thirty-five per cent were
two-bedroom houses; 47 per cent were
three-bedroom houses. Twenty per
cent of these farm family dwellings had
as many clothes closets as one per bedroom; 29 per cent had pantries. Threefourths of the houses had electricity,
a little less than half had water piped
into the house and nearly one-fifth had
bathrooms.

Characteristics

And

Features That
These Farm Families Would Like
If They Were Building A New-

House
About 85 per cent
viewed said they would

of those interlike the driveway to the house accessible to living
as well as work areas so that visitors
1.

would enter by front or

side door rathback door.
2.
A sink under the kitchen window
would be most acceptable to the majority of the homemakers. Most homemakers voted for a view of the farm
from the kitchen window.
er than the

3.

About 95 per cent would want a

one-story
house.
4.

house,

if

building

a

new

of the homemakers
to select the best room
in a 4-room house for a

Two-thirds

when asked

combination
family of man, wife, two boys and a
girl selected three bedrooms and a kitchen. If they could add another room
for this family most of them said they
would add a living room.
5.

Practically all families

would

like

both back and front porches; 90 per
cent of the homemakers expressed a
desire for a screened back porch. Only
about 60 per cent said they would like
the front porch secreened.
The back
porch was especially wanted (a) to prepare food for canning or cooking (b) to

hang work wraps (c) as a place for
m.en and boys to "wash up" (d) for
ironing in the summer.
6.
Homemakers were not questioned
especially about storage, but when asked to name other features they wouldn't
build without, mentioned more storage
space usually more clothes closets
and/or a pantry.

—

7.
About 85 per cent of the families
said they would like one bedroom heated regularly.

8.
Two-thirds of those interviewed
thought that gas was the best method
of heating for their community and
voted for the unit heater, but the majority would want one fireplace.
Eighty per cent of the homemak9.

ers
if

would certainly have a guest room

at all possible.
10.

the

Practically all (98 per cent) of
stated they would

homemakers
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want a dining room in a new house.
The majority would serve in this room
the following meals: Sunday noon and
evening meals to the family, company
meals, and refreshments.
Most families stated they would
11.
like two dining areas (a dining room
and a kitchen and/or dinette).
Homemakers were about equally
12.
divided between a wash house and a
utility room in the house as the best
place to do washing.

A place for cutting meat is not
13.
The
a consideration in house design.
majority of families want this activity
carried on out-of-doors.
14.
A bedroom was the location
which most wanted for sewing.

Selected Activities That Are
Related To Housing Needs
Of Farm Families
1.

About two-thirds

of the families

had overnight guests once a month or
more. Sleeping space for two guests
would provide for the needs of 56 per
cent of the families.

Family baths were taken in bed2.
rooms and /or the kitchen by the majority
3.

pany

of

families.

Rooms used
sitting

for family and comand other leisure activ-

Living room (about 90 per
cent of the living rooms were used
both as a place for the family to gather
and for company), (b) Parents' bedroom (about 40 per cent of these rooms
were used for family sitting, about 30
per cent for entertaining guests),
(c)
The front porch was the most important
place for family and company sitting.
There were indications, however, of a
trend to move this activity to the back
porch, or an area in the back.
Dining areas: (a) Sixty per cent
4.
of the families had guests drop in for
ities:

(a)

meals once a week or more often.
Planned company meals were less important than the unplanned informal
(b) Space to seat eight in the
type,
dining room would accommodate most
families,
(c) Nearly two-thirds of the
families

wanted

members

to eat in the kitchen.

a

place

for

family

Fam-

or more members do not usually desire the kitchen as a place for
ilies of 7

family meals.

Food Preparation:
There
5.
(a)
should be space for two people to work
in the kitchen, (b) Space for preparing
two baked foods would accommodate
most

(c) Churning is done
more than twice a week but

families,

usually

a pound, usually less, 'of butter

is the
am.ount generally handled at one time.
6.
Food preservation had been carried on during the year preceding the

interview in

all

except one per cent

of homemakers reported canning from 11-30
times. When canning fruits and vegetables, two cookers full were more freof the

homes.

The majority

quently handled.
7.
About 85 per cent of the families
did all or part of their washing. A little more than half the homemakers reported an outside area used for washing in summer, a little less than half
in winter. A wash house and a utility

room were the places where more women said they wanted to wash.
Ironing was d-one most frequent8.
ly in a bedroom and the kitchen, but
a number of women wanted a place
on the back porch for ironing in summer.
Eight-tenths of the homemakers
9.
reported home sewing, but very few
thought they did enough home sewing
to leave the machine open at all times.

Business activities were found
be of minor consideration in house
design for farm families of this area.
10.

to

